Peripheral hepatolithiasis incidentally found at autopsy. A morphological study.
Hepatolithiasis is a common disease in East Asia though very rare in the West. Four cases of hepatolithiasis in which calculi were incidentally found in the peripheral branches of the intrahepatic biliary tree at autopsy are described and compared with hepatolithiasis involving the major branches of the intrahepatic biliary tree. These four cases were all elderly, three patients were male and one female. The calculi were brown pigment stones in each case, as seen in the major branch type. The stone-containing ducts showed mild fibrosis and glandular proliferation with inflammatory changes in three cases; these changes were marked in the fourth case. The hepatic parenchyma around the stone-containing ducts was atrophic or collapsed in all four cases. The major branches of the intrahepatic biliary tree as well as the extrahepatic tree failed to show findings suggestive of bacterial infections or biliary anomalies. These data suggest that brown pigment stones develop primarily in the peripheral ducts in the liver. It remains uncertain whether the peripheral type eventually progresses to the major type or not.